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succeeded one another with varying fortune but with
monotonous reiteration. Sultdn Sulaymdn's
chief campaigns were in 940-942/1534-6, when
Baghdad was taken from the Persians and
Adharbayjdn invaded1; 950/1543-4; 953-955/1546-8, when
the Shah's brother Alqas allied himself with the Turks;
959/1552, when the Persians recovered Arjish; and g6ij
1554, when Sulaymdn burned Nakhjuwdn and attacked
Adharbdyjcin for the fourth time. The Turkish military
power was at this time at its zenith, and was formidable not
only to the Persians but to the great European Powers,
who, indeed, were thankful for such diversion of its activities
as the Persians from time to time effected, so that Busbecq,
Ferdinand's ambassador at the Court of Sulaymdn, declares
that "only the Persian stands between us and ruin2." Creasy8
speaks of the "pre-eminence of the Turks of that age in the
numerical force and efficiency of their artillery " ; and adds
that " the same remark applies to their skill in fortification,
and in all the branches of military engineering/' Inferior as
were the Persian to the Ottoman troops alike in discipline
and equipment, it was much to their credit that they were
able to offer as stout a resistance as they did, especially as
the continual object of Turkish diplomacy at this time was
to incite the Uzbeks, Turkmans, and other Sunnf peoples,
to combine with them in attacking "the rascally Red-heads"
(Qizil-bd$h-i-AwbdsJi). Of this policy the State Papers of
Sulaymdn's, as of his father Salfm's, reign afford ample
evidence; for instance the letter addressed to a Turkmdn

1  A complete diary of this campaign against the "arch-heretic Qizil-
bash King Tahmasp" will be found in vol. i of Firfdun Bey's Mun-
shctdtj pp. 584-598.   The Ottoman army left Constantinople on June
10, 1534, occupied Baghddd in December of the same year, and re-
turned to Constantinople on Jan. 7, 1536.

2  See p. 11 supra.

8 History of the Ottoman Turks (London, 1877), p* 202,